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waves of light, but similar ones measuring several metres or
even kilometres in length. Thus Professor Hertz’s researches
led to no less important a result than the establishment of
the intimate relations existing between light and electricity.
’They won for him deserved renown, and the scientific world
unanimously approved of his appointment, in succession to the
- celebrated Clausius, to the chair of Physical Science at Bonn,
which, alas, he was destined to hold but a very short time.
’During the time he occupied this high and distinguished
position he continued to prosecute his researches with that
skill and energy which distinguished him, and in. 1890
’the Royal Society awarded him the Rumford medal for his
discoveries in connexion with the subject of electro-magnetic
radiation. 

___

CASE OF LITHOP&AElig;DION.

DR. OKEB BLOM reports in Ditodecim, a Finnish medical
journal, a case of lithop&aelig;dion which was followed by normal
pregnancy. The patient was a woman forty-two years of age,
whose fourth pregnancy ended in pains for three days without
’any expulsion. After a time a tumour the size of ahead could
’be felt in the abdomen. Three years later she again became
pregnant, and in due course was delivered of a healthy male
dnfant ; the tumour, however, remained, and as the abdominal
walls were very thin, its outline could be distinctly felt, the
-right hand with its fingers as well as the left hand being
made out without difficulty ; the two forearms were flexed
at right angles to the elbows and were fixed, but the humeri
could be moved in the shoulder-joints. The uterus presented
-the usual characters of the organ in multipar&aelig;.

THE SALE OF UNFIT FOOD.

THE appeal from the decision of the stipendiary magistrate
of Brighton in the case of Blaker v. Tillstone came on for
Shearing on Jan. llth before the Lord Chief Justice and Mr.
.Justice Day, by which it was sought to reverse the decision
.of the magistrate, who had convicted the defendant and
fined him 40s. for having in his possession for sale meat unfit
for human food. The counsel for the defence argued that
.inasmuch as the defendant, a sausage maker, had no per-
,sonal knowledge that the meat which he had in his possession
was unwholesome, he was not liable under Sections 116 and
117 of the Public Health Act, 1875. The Lord Chief Justice
-pointed out that under this Act power was given to destroy
the property of a person without summons or notice, and the
object of it was that people should not be exposed to danger
by eating and drinking poisonous articles. To hold that a

’person might go on selling meat injurious to health if personal
knowledge were not brought home to him would render the
,Act nugatory ; it was unnecessary that there should be positive
-proof of personal knowledge. Mr. Justice Day concurring,
the conviction was affirmed.

A NOTIFICATION CHARGE: SMALL-POX OR ACNE p

AT thepolice-court, Kidderminster, an interesting case under
-the Notification Acts has been recently heard. Two medical

men, brother?, Mr. James H. Martin and Mr. John S. Martin,
medical officers of the Kidderminster Medical Aid Asso-

ciation, were charged with not duly notifying a case of small-
pox to the sanitary authorities. The proceedings were
instituted by the Town Council. On Oct. 13th a young
man called at the surgery, and was seen by one of these
gentlemen, who regarded him as suffering from a cold. On

the 17th he called again, and both the practitioners saw him,
-and having regard to the early history of the young man, and
"the absence of the symptoms which almost invariably accom-
pany small-pox, they regarded the case as one of acne. The

- young man had been to Birmingham where there was small-pox.
Lest there should be any mistake in the diagnosis, precautions
were taken by the Messrs. Martin. The case was seen by one

or both of them on the 13th, the 17th, and the 27th. Their

diagnosis of acne was strongly supported by Mr. Oliver

Pemberton of Birmingham. On Oct. 31st Mr. James Martin
was called to see a brother of the patient. He met the

sanitary inspector, who thought the case to be one of small-
pox. Mr. Martin concurred, and he then reported both cases to
be small-pox. The other defendant, however, adhered to the
acne view of the case. Particulars as to temperature are not
given. We should be grateful to the defendants for particu.
lars of the malaise of the patients before the eruption. The
counsel for the defendants had no difficulty in showing their
perfect bona fides, and in pointing out that the Act only
required medical men to notify when they were satisfied as
to the diagnosis. After a statement by the counsel on both
sides the case was, with the full approval of the bench,
withdrawn. 

___

LANDLORD AND TENANT.

A CASE recently heard before Baron Pollock is likely to
exercise an important influence on the relations of landlord
and tenant by fixing upon the former an amount of respon-
sibility which has up to the present been repudiated. It was
stated by the plaintiff (the tenant) that in consequence of
a complaint about the drainage of the house in the autumn
of 1892 the sanitary authority served a notice upon the
defendant. The workmen sent to repair the drain left it

standing open for three weeks. The wife of the tenant and four
children were taken ill, three of the latter with scarlet fever
and one with diphtheria. Two of the children succumbed;
and it was alleged that in consequence of the illness of the
wife the business which was carried on upon the premises had
suffered considerably. Although it was contended for the
defence that the agreement which created the tenancy cast
no duty upon the landlord to look after the drains, that in
what was done there was no proof of negligence, and that
the mischief which had happened was not the result of

negligence, the jury awarded damages to the plaintiff. We
have always contended that it is as much the duty of the
landlord to guarantee the state of the drainage as of any
other portion of a house before letting it to a tenant ; but
too frequently the question of drainage is passed by alto-
gether. We are therefore glad to note this case as distinctly
recognising in this respect the responsibility of the landlord.

THE FATE OF UNVACCINATED CHILDREN AT
LEICESTER.

THE price of defiance to vaccination and vaccination laws
is being paid heavily at Leicester. But for the peculiar
mental constitution of the sanitary authorities of that town,
some sense of responsibility for the deaths which have
occurred would be unpleasantly present ; for the blows of

simple truth fall heavily on them. The facts are appalling
in their simplicity. True, they relate to children to a larger
extent than adults ; but we will not allow ourselves to

believe that the cry against the authorities is altogether
unheeded. The situation is fast ceasing to be one in which
the Local Government Board can connive and become a party
by acquiescence. With such mortality from any other cause
the facts would be investigated by a coroner, and questions
of manslaughter would obviously arise. Let us look dis-

passionately at the facts we published last week. Of 281
cases of small-pox 126 were unvaccinated. We concede, of
course, that this leaves 155 who, though vaccinated once, had
taken small-pox ; but what are the vital facts of the case’
Of the 126 unvaccinated patients no less than 83 were under
10 years of age, and in 9 of these the disease was fatal,
whereas there was no instance of small-pox occurring in a
vaccinated child under 10 years of age ; and of the 155 cases
of the disease occurring in persons, vaccinated indeed, but
not revaccinated, there were no deaths. If there is any logic


